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Summary. Aerides sukauensis 1s described from the lower Kinabatangan River in eastern 
Sabah. It differs from Aerides odorata in its much longer but narrower sepals and petals and 
its forward-pointing spur. The flower is light beige with a light pink narrow mid-lobe and 
is sweetly scented. 








Six species of Aerides are recorded from Thailand, which is the centre of speciation. The 
new species described here is the second recorded from Borneo and is endemic. 


Aerides sukauensis PS. Shim sp. nov. ab A odorato floribus pallide hinnuleis, lobo 
mediano labelli longiore pallide roseo, sepalis petalisque magis longioribus sed 
angustioribus et calcari producto differt. Typus: Shim SAN 142646, Sabah, Kinabatangan 
River, Sukau, (holotypus SAN). 

(Fig. 1) 


Monopodial, semi-pendulous epiphyte. Roots thick. 5.5-7 mm from lower nodes. Stems 
branching, 5.7-7 mm diameter, internodes 3.2 cm. Leaves coriaceous. strapped, 17 x 18 
mm, apex rounded and notched. Infloresccence erect to gently curving, 12-flowered:; 
peduncle 34 cm; rachis 16 cm long; sterile bracts sheathing, 4.5-5.5 mm long; bracts 2 mm 
long. Flowers to 3.7 cm wide, sweetly scented, sepals and petals light beige grading to white 
at base, lateral lobes of lip light beige at apex, mid-lobe light pink, column and anther-cap 
white. Pedicel with ovary 2.1—2.5 cm long. Dorsal sepal ligulate-subspathulate, obtuse. 
edges recurved, 7 x 25 mm. Lateral sepals oblong, slightly twisted, edges recurved. 8 x 19 
mm. Petals subfalcate, subspathulate, obtuse, edges recurved 7 x 21 mm. Lip 12 mm long, 
spur 6 mm long, forward and slightly downward pointing, with two oblique calli on either 
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Fig. 1. Aerides sukauensis. A. Cross section of lip. B. Top view of lip. C. Pollania. D. Anther cap. E. 
Dorsal sepal. F. Petal. G. Lateral sepal. From Shim SAN 142646. 


side of base 3.5 mm from apex; lateral lobes 7 mm wide by 9 mm long, oblong, apex 
slightly rounded; mid-lobe 4 x 13 long, oblong, fleshy. 1.1 mm thick, edges entire, recurved, 
apex narrowed, upcurved, acute, with bilobed callus at base, 3 mm high. Column 5.5 mm 
long, oblong, glabrous; foot 4 mm; anther-cap 4 x 3.5 mm, ovate-cucullate: viscidium large, 
1.8 mm wide; stipes 1.8 mm long, oblong; pollinia 2. both deeply cleft, yellow. 


DISTRIBUTION. Endemic to Borneo (Sabah), so far only collected from Sukau. Cultivated 
by Siti Norhati bte Hj. Mislong of Sukau, Kinabatangan River. 


HABITAT. Lowland forest at elevations of about 30 m. Flowering in September and 
October 1999. 


SPECIMENS EXAMINED—BORNEO. SABAH: Kinabatangan, Sukau, Shim SAN 
142646 (holotype SAN). 


Aerides sukauensis differs from all known Aerides 1n its narrow. wide-spreading sepals and 
petals and superficially looks like a small-flowered Arachnis hookeriana (Rchb. f.) Rchb. 
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